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Drug Dose Frequency Route Contraindications /  
Other Information

Meloxicam*
Dogs: 0.1 mg/kg
Cats: 0.05 mg/kg

SID PO Do not administer if on steroids

Robenacoxib*
Dogs: 2 mg/kg
Cats: 1 mg/kg

SID PO
Do not administer if on steroids
Can be used for up to 3 days

Buprenorphine Cats: 0.02-0.03 mg/kg QID OTM

Ensure administration to mucous 
membranes for appropriate absorption 
(sublingual/buccal cavity)
Avoid multi-dose preparations as the 
preservative is not well tolerated

Tramadol
Dogs: 2-4 mg/kg
Cats: 2-4 mg/kg

TID - QID
TID

PO Care with TCA’s

Paracetamol and 
Codeine  

Phosphate

Dogs: 10 mg/kg 
(can increase to max. 
dose 1 tablet per 12kg 
body weight BID)

BID - TID PO
TOXIC to cats
Only licensed for 5 days
Not licensed for use with NSAID

Trazadone
Dogs: 7-10 mg/kg
Cats: 0.5 mg/kg 
(~2.5-3.0 mg per cat)

TID PO
Useful for sedating aggressive dogs 
before admission or very active dogs  
in post op period
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Gabapentin
Dogs: 10-60 mg/kg
Cats: 5-10 mg/kg

TID - QID
BID - TID 

PO

Care with renal insufficiency
Start with smaller doses and increase 
gradually to therapeutic effect 
(reducing sedative effects)
Withdraw slowly
Useful anxiolytic effects in both dogs & 
cats post op- or to administer to cats/
dogs that you know are fractious prior 
to bloods/GA (owners to dose with 
3-5mg/kg  small amount of food 1-2 hrs 
prior to arrival)

Amantadine Dogs and cats: 3-5 mg/kg SID PO Reduce dose with renal insufficiency

Amitriptyline

Dogs: 1-2 mg/kg
Cats: 2.5 mg/kg 
(titrate up to effect,  
max dose 12.5mg/cat)

SID - BID
SID

PO
Do not combine with other TCAs/
Tramadol

ADJUNCTIVE THERAPIES**

NMDA AGONISTS

TRICYCLIC ANTIDEPRESSANTS (TCA’S)

Please be aware that these are guidelines only. Refer to the product data sheet for more detailed information  
regarding dose rates, licensed durations and contraindications.
*In the absence of a positive response to one type of NSAID, it is reasonable to try swapping for a different one as 
clinical response can vary between individuals. The recommended wash out period is 5-7 days.
**OFF LICENCE


