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Drug Dose Route Contraindications /  
Other Information

Acepromazine Dogs and cats:
0.02 - 0.04 mg/kg I/M Lower dose for severe brachycephalic  

0.01-0.025 mg/kg

Methadone
Dogs: 0.3 mg/kg 

Cats: 0.2 - 0.3 mg/kg
I/M Reduce for severe brachycephalic & very young  

0.1-0.2 mg/kg

Methadone 
(peri/post-
surgery)

Dogs: 0.1- 0.3 mg/kg

Cats: 0.2 - 0.3 mg/kg
I/M

Dogs: Top ups every 4-6 hours post pre-med whilst 
hospitalised
Cats: Top ups every 5-6 hours post pre-med whilst 
hospitalised

Methadone 
(discharge) Dogs: 0.3 – 0.5 mg/kg S/C Dose dependent on effect of I/M doses  

throughout the day

Buprenorphine Dogs and cats:  
0.02 - 0.03 mg/kg I/M Duration of effect dose dependent

Meloxicam Dogs and cats: 
0.2 mg/kg S/C

Care administering at induction if hypotensive post 
opioid
Do not administer if patient on steroids
Check if on oral NSAID 

Paracetamol Dogs: 10 mg/kg I/V
Do NOT use in cats
Alternative for patients sensitive to NSAID’s

Cefuroxime

Dogs and cats:  
20 mg/kg Slow I/V

Administer every 90 minutes  
peri-operatively, ensuring that a final dose is  
given post skin closure

Cefuroxime preferred
Amoxicilin  

Clavanulate
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Ketamine
(intra-op 

as rescue 
analgesia)

Dogs and cats: 
0.5 mg/kg diluted 1:10

or 
0.6 ml into 1L bag of fluids 

or 
0.3 ml into 500ml bag of 
fluids (agitated frequently)

I/M as loading 
dose or slow I/V 

to effect or  
as per surgical 

drip rate  
(5 ml/kg/min)

Can cause apnoea – ensure have  
breathing system that can provide  
prolonged IPPV

Medetomidine
(Intra or post-op 

as rescue  
analgesia)

Dogs: 0.005 mg/kg 
diluted 1:10

Slow I/V - titrate 
to effect

Can be useful to help calm a dog when painful/
opioid excitable in post-operative period
Care with Atropine
Synergistic with opioids – care not to cause 
sedation
Avoid in cardiovascular compromised patients

Atropine Dogs and cats:  
0.01 - 0.03 mg/kg

Slow I/V  
(starting with 
lowest dose)

For severe opioid induced bradycardia

Naloxone Dogs and cats: 
0.04 mg/kg Slow I/V to effect For opioid toxicity reversal

Butorphanol Dogs and cats: 0.1mg/kg 
diluted in saline to 1-2mls

Titrated slow  
IV in 0.1ml  
increments

For opioid toxicity reversal (Naloxone is ‘Gold 
standard’ but if not available then Butorphanol is 
an alternative). 
Should be a rapid recovery to consciousness/
increase in HR if used due to bradycardia.
Note :it is rare to need full dose
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Please be aware that these are guidelines only. Refer to the product data sheet for more detailed information  
regarding dose rates, licensed durations and contraindications.


